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Bartlett  Retires  From  State  Department  Post 
After  Long  Career  of  Public  Healthi  Leadership 


After  a  career  spanning  the  better  part 
of  two  decades  of  working  to  protect  tine 
public  Inealtin,  welfare  and  safety  of  Mon- 
tana's citizens,  John  W.  Bartlett  "reluc- 
tantly" has  retired  as  deputy  director  of 
the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences. 

Bartlett,  who  previously  served  a  dec- 
ade as  a  member  and  later  chairman  of 
the  state  Board  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences,  resigned  abruptly  in 
late  January  to  spend  his  time  at  his  Hel- 
ena home,  continuing  a  courageous 
year-long  battle  against  cancer. 

"It's  rough  to  quit  when  you  don't 
want  to,"  Bartlett  said,  "but  I'll  spend 
my  time  trying  to  fight  off  the  cancer. 
If  I  can  win  that  one,  I'll  come  back  in 
pharmacy  or  something.' 

As  he  assembled  materials  in 
leaving  the  office  he  held  with  the 
department  for  5V2  years,  Bartlett 
showed  his  continuing  dedication 
to  the  agency's  objectives,  promis- 
ing "to  keep  track  of  the  Legisla- 
ture's activities  by  phone  from  home 
and  come  to  the  session  and  lobby 
and  assist  on  department  bills." 
Dr.  John  J.  Drynan,  the  department's 
director,  told  of  working  with  Bartlett  as 
a  team  in  their  leadership  roles  in  the 
agency.  "I  wish  he  didn't  have  to  retire. 
It's  going  to  be  extremely  difficulttofind 
a  replacement  for  John,  given  his  per- 
sonality and  the  many  excellent  qualities 
I  admired  so  much  in  him." 

Drynan  noted  that  Bartlett  had  "de- 
voted an  awful  lot  of  his  life  to  the  efforts 
within  the  department." 

Bartlett's  own  reference  to  pharmacy 
went  back  to  his  graduation  from  the 
University  of  Montana  school  of  phar- 
macy in  1949  and  the  24  years  after  that 
he  spent  in  the  profession  with  drug 
stores  in  Whitefish  and  Kalispell. 


John  W.  Bartlett 


He  was  appointed  to  the  state  Board  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  by 
then  Gov.  Forrest  H.  Anderson  in  1969 
and  re-appointed  by  Gov.  Thomas  L. 
Judge,  serving  until  1979,  the  last  six 
years  as  the  board's  chairman. 

He  also  was  the  program  director  for 
the  Montana  Foundation  for  Medical 
Care  from  1975  until  assuming  the  dep- 
uty director's  position  with  the  depart- 
ment early  in  1979. 

During  his  years  with  the  foundation, 
a  non-profit  program  directed  at  lower- 
ing medical  costs  by  auditing  federally 
funded  health  care  programs  for  quality, 
necessity  and  efficiency,  Bartlett  ac- 
quired the  skills  and  knowledge  that  be- 
came so  val uable  to  the  department  in  its 
many  certificate  of  need  cases  in  recent 
years. 


And,  while  with  the  board  he  helped  to 
set  the  tough  standards  of  environmen- 
tal integrity  for  which  Montana  is  known 
nationally. 

In  an  interview  as  he  left  the  de- 
partment, Bartlett  emphasized  the 
board's  willingness  to  give  industry 
enough  time  to  meet  the  regulations 
and  stressed  there  had  been  good 
cooperation  among  the  board,  de- 
partment, industry  and  environmen- 
tal groups,  and,  "I  think  we  did  the 
right  things  for  the  state." 
It  was  during  that  time,  often  with  con- 
siderable controversy,  that  the  stan- 
dards aimed  at  protecting  Montana's  air 
and  water  quality  were  adopted  and  Bart- 
lett went  on  to  guide  them  through  many 
challenges  in  his  role  with  the  state  de- 
partment. 

He  was  known  by  state  leaders  and  his 
department  staff  for  his  abilities  as  a 
negotiator  and  seeker  of  successful 
compromises,  an  art  he  mastered 
through  long  years  in  politics. 

From  significant  Democratic  party 
activities  and  leadership  positions  dur- 
ing his  time  in  Whitefish,  Bartlett  went 
on  to  chairmanship  of  the  Montana 
Democratic  Central  Committee,  heading 
the  party  in  some  of  its  most  successful 
campaigns  from  1972  through  1978, 
when  he  was  a  primary  candidate  forthe 
U.S.  House  of  Representatives  from 
Montana's  western  district. 

In  addition  to  his  public  health  and 
political  careers,  Bartlett  served  as  in- 
terim president  of  Flathead  Valley  Com- 
munity College  in  the  1974-75  academic 
year. 

In  the  words  of  Gov.  Ted  Schwin- 
den,  "John  Bartlett  typifies  what  we 
call  'good  people'  in  Montana.  His 
co-workers  and  his  many  friends 
throughout  Montana  will  miss  him." 
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Department  Seeks  'Healthy'  Increase  in  Budget, 
But  Not  Much  of  It  From  State's  General  Fund 


As  the  49th  Montana  Legislative  As- 
sembly opened  in  Helena,  the  Montana 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmen- 
tal Sciences  was  among  the  first  of  the 
state  agencies  to  begin  the  legislators' 
budget  scrutiny  process,  appearing  be- 
fore the  Joint  Appropriations  Subcom- 
mittee on  Human  Services  on  the  ses- 
sion's second  day  for  a  12-day  review. 

By  comparison  with  the  1984-85  bien- 
nium  budget  of  $39,093,894  approved  by 
the  Legislature  two  years  ago,  depart- 
ment officials  went  before  the  subcom- 
mittee with  a  Governor's  executive  bud- 
get recommendation  of  $47,355,248  for 
the  agency's  1986-87  biennium,  an  in- 
crease of  slightly  more  than  21  percent, 
or  $8,261,354. 

However,  only  15.7  percent  of  the  total 
biennium  request  is  state  general  fund 
and  it  is  increased  from  the  1984-85 
funding  by  5.3  percent  to  $7,448,41 2  for 
1986-87.  The  actual  increase  in  dollars 
from  the  general  fund  in  the  coming  bi- 
ennium would  be  $372,417. 

By  comparison,  federal  and  other 
special  revenue  funds  compose 
75.6  percent  of  the  department's  rec- 
ommended budget  for  the  biennium 
at  $35,815,912,  which  represents  an 
increase  in  that  category  of  25.7  per- 
cent or  $7,316,463. 
The  remaining  8.7  percent  of  the 
department's  recommended  budget,  or 
$4,092,924,  would  come  from  the  state 
special  revenue  fund.  That  is  a  $574,474 
increase  or  16.3  percent  more  than  was 
provided  from  that  source  in  the  1984-85 
funding. 

Within  the  department,  the  executive 
budget  recommendation  for  the  direct- 
or's office  in  1986  and  1987  state  fiscal 


years  is  a  total  of  $2,488,965,  which 
might  appear  to  be  nearly  double  the 
$1 ,275,744  for  the  1984-85  biennium,  but 
actually  reflects  a  transfer  of  $1,279,540 
current  level  maternal  and  child  health 
care  grants  to  counties,  which  previously 
were  funded  through  the  clinical  pro- 
grams bureau. 

As  before,  the  director's  office  budget 
also  includes  funding  of  the  Board  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  the 
legal  unit,  the  information  unit,  the  end- 
stage  renal  disease  program  and  other 
grant  and  program  responsibilities. 


Since  this  article  was  written,  the 
Governor  recommended  to  the  Leg- 
islature a  2%  cut  in  every  agency 
budget's  general  funds. 


The  department's  financial  manage- 
ment division,  which  includes  the  fiscal 
services  and  vital  records  and  statistics 
bureaus,  has  a  recommended  budget  of 
$1,693,866  for  the  new  biennium,  only 
$56,348  or  3.4  percent  more  than  for 
1984-1985. 

The  environmental  sciences  di- 
vision executive  budget  recom- 
mendation shows  the  greatest  in- 
crease within  the  department,  from 
$11,440,350  for  1984-85  to 
$14,824,978  in  1986-87. That'sa 29.6 
percent  increase  or  actual  dollar  in- 
crease of  $3,384,628.  Practically 
that  entire  increase,  more  than  $3 
million,  comes  in  the  solid  and  haz- 
ardous waste  management  bureau 
as  a  result  of  accelerated  federal  ac- 
tivity, especially  in  hazardous  waste 
efforts. 

The  management  services  division. 


which  provides  several  services  in  sup- 
port of  departmental  and  local  health 
programs  and  includes  the  microbiology 
and  chemistry  laboratories,  actually 
shows  a  decrease  in  the  executive  bud- 
get with  a  recommendation  of  $1 ,737,429 
for  the  1986-87  biennium,  which  is 
$113,517  or  6.1  percent  less  than  was  ap- 
proved for  the  1984-85  biennium. 

The  health  services  and  medical  facili- 
ties division  again  accounts  for  more 
than  one-half  the  department's  total 
budget.  The  executive  budget  recom- 
mendation for  this  division  for  the  com- 
ing biennium  is  $26,610,010,  an  increase 
of  $3,720,674  or  16.3  percent  more  than 
the  $22,889,336  which  was  approved  for 
1984-85. 

The  division  includes  six  bureaus  — 
dental  and  health  education,  nursing, 
clinical  programs,  emergency  medical 
services,  health  planning  and  resource 
development,  and  licensing  and  certifi- 
cation. 

(Editor's  Note:  Because  of  the 
vagaries  of  the  legislative  session 
and  the  continuing  "tough  times" 
budgeting  approach  to  appropria- 
tions, the  funding  breakdown  by  bu- 
reaus and  programs  is  not  listed. 

It  is  to  be  expected  that  during  the 
course  of  the  session  there  will  be 
many  times  of  tense  negotiations  as 
various  areas  of  the  department's 
program  responsibilities  are  faced 
with  critical  funding  problems. 

And,  not  to  be  overlooked  is  the 
significant  comment  prior  to  the 
session  by  Senate  President  Bill 
Norman  (D-Missoula)  when  he  pre- 
dicted a  special  session  will  have  to 
be  called  on  state  budget  revisions 
prior  to  the  regular  1987  biennial 
session. 

Norman  said  President  Reagan 
and  Congress,  troubled  by  soaring 
federal  deficits,  probably  will  not 
agree  on  a  federal  budget  until  well 
after  the  Montana  session  ends. 
When  the  federal  budget  is  finished, 
federal  grants  to  the  states  probably 
will  be  cut  severely  and  the  state 
budget,  based  on  then  outdated 
assumptions  about  federal  income, 
will  be  thrown  out  of  whack,  he  pre- 
dicted. Norman's  remarks  were 
echoed  in  a  statement  a  few  days 
later  on  a  bipartisan,  joint-house 
basis  by  Rep.  Gene  Donaldson  (R- 
Helena),  vice  chairman  of  the  appro- 
priations committee.  As  noted 
above,  the  department's  budget  is 
extremely  dependent  on  federal 
funds.) 
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DHES  -  TOTAL  EXPENDITURES  BY  SOURCE  OF  FUNDS,  FY  1974-8! 


F.T.E.,  FY  1974- 


FUNDING  GROWS,  BUT  NOT  STAFF  .  .  .  Graphically  illus- 
trated here  is  what  has  been  and  is  happening  to  the  Montana 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmental  Sciences  both  in 
terms  of  funding  and  staffing.  The  graph  on  the  left  shows  a 
steady  growth  in  funding  for  a  14-year  period  in  total  funds, 
but  significantly  the  state's  contribution  through  the  general 


fund  is  about  the  same  —  actually  slightly  lower  —  as  it  was  14 
years  ago!  The  graph  on  the  right,  in  contrast  to  the  funding 
growth,  shows  a  sharp  decline  in  the  department's  full-time 
equivalent  employment,  from  a  high  of  330  in  1976  to  a  pro- 
jected 240  entering  1988  —  a  drop  of  nearly  30  percent.  (See 
related  story  on  Page  2.) 


PROPOSED  FY  1987 
GENERAL  FUND  EXPENDITURES 

SMALL  BITE  FROM  BIG  SLICE  .  .  .  The  pie  chart  on  the  left 
shows  "human  services"  with  a  big  slice  of  the  proposed  total 
state  fiscal  year  1987  general  fund  expenditures  as  presented 
by  the  office  of  the  legislative  fiscal  analyst.  But,  that  22.65 
percent  of  the  whole  pie  is  shown  on  the  right  as  a  separate  pie 


DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES  SHARE  OF 
HUIMAN  SERVICES  FUNDING 

to  depict  what  part  of  that  large  slice  goes  where  in  state  gov- 
ernment and  the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences  would  receive  4.1  percent  of  the  "human  ser- 
vices" slice,  which  translates  to  .9  percent  of  the  whole  general 
fund  pie!  (See  related  story  on  Page  2.) 


Committees  Listed  for  Department  Legislation 


Here  are  the  committees  and  mem- 
bers which  will  deal  with  legislation  hav- 
ing the  most  importance  to  the  Montana 
Department  of  Health  and  Environmen- 
tal Sciences  during  the  49th  Montana 
Legislative  Assembly: 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

Human  Services  and  Aging  —  Nancy 
Keenan  (D-Anaconda),  chairman;  R. 
Budd  Gould  (R-Missoula),  vice  chair- 
man; Jan  Brown  (D-Helena),  Ben  Cohen 
(D-Whitefish),  Paula  Darko  (D-Libby), 
Mary  Ellen  Connelly  (D-Whitef ish), 
Stella  Jean  Hansen  (D-Missoula),  Mar- 
jorie  Hart  (D-Glendive),  Steve  Waldron 
(D-Missoula),  Dorothy  Bradley  (D-Boze- 
man),  Harriet  Hayne  (R-Dupuyer),  Toni 
Bergene  (R-Great  Falls),  Bud  Campbell 
(R-Deer  Lodge),  Marion  Hanson  (R-Ash- 
land).  Bob  Gilbert  (R-Sidney),  John  Phil- 
lips (R-Great  Falls),  Norm  Wallin  (R- 
Bozeman),  Bruce  Simon  (R-Billings). 

Natural  Resources  —  Dennis  Iverson 
(R-Whitlash),  chairman;  Mike  Kadas  (D- 
Missoula),  vice  chairman;  Kelly  Addy 
(D-Billings),  Jerry  Driscoll  (D-Billings), 
Kurt  Krueger  (D-Butte),  Rodney  Garcia 
(D-Billings),  Joan  Miles  (D-Helena), 
Janet  Moore  (D-Condon),  Bob  Raney 
(D-Livingston),  Bob  Ream  (D-Missoula), 
Tom  Asay  (R-Forsyth),  John  Cobb  (R- 
Augusta),  Ed  Grady  (R-Canyon  Creek), 


John  Harp  (R-Kalispell),  Tom  Jones  (R- 
Kalispell),  Jesse  O'Hara  (R-Great  Falls), 
Mary  Lou  Peterson  (R-Eureka),  Clyde 
Smith  (R-Kalispell). 

Appropriations  —  Francis  Bardanouve 
(D-Harlem),  chairman;  Gene  Donaldson 
(R-Helena),  vice  chairman;  Dorothy 
Bradley  (D-Bozeman),  Mary  Ellen  Con- 
nelly (D-Whitefish),  Bill  Hand  (D-Dillon), 
Rex  Manuel  (D-Fairfield),  William  (Red) 
Menahan  (D-Anaconda),  Ray  Peck  (D- 
Havre),  Joe  Quilici  (D-Butte),  Gary 
Spaeth  (D-Silesia),  Steve  Waldron  (D- 
Missoula),  Dennis  Rehberg  (R-Billings), 
Gene  Ernst  (R-Stanford),  Earl  Lory  (R- 
Missoula),  Ron  Miller  (R-Great  Falls), 
Jack  Moore  (R-Great  Falls),  Dennis 
Nathe  (R-Redstone),  Bernie  Swift  (R- 
Hamilton),  Bob  Thoft  (R-Stevensville), 
Cal  Winslow  (R-Billings). 

SENATE 

Public  Health,  Welfare  and  Safety  — 

Judy  Jacobson  (D-Butte),  chairman; 
J.  D.  Lynch  (D-Butte),  vice  chairman; 
Ted  Neuman  (D-Vaughn),  Bill  Norman 
(D-Missoula),  Tom  Towe  (D-Billings), 
Stan  Stephens  (R-Havre),  Matt  Himsl 
(R-Kalispell),  Thomas  Hager  (R-Bil- 
lings). 

Natural  Resources  —  Dorothy  Eck  (D- 
Bozeman),  chairman;  Mike  Halligan  (D- 
Missoula),  vice  chairman;  Dave  Man- 


ning (D-Hysham),  John  Mohar  (D- 
Troy),  M.  K.  Daniels  (D-Deer  Lodge), 
Dave  Fuller  (D-Helena),  Larry  Stimatz 
(D-Butte),  James  Shaw  (R-Wibaux), 
John  Anderson  Jr.  (R-Alder),  Larry  Tveit 
(R-Fairview),  Delwyn  Gage  (R-Cut 
Bank),  Ethel  Harding  (R-Polson). 

Finance  and  Claims  —  Pat  Regan  (D- 
Billings),  chairman;  Judy  Jacobson  (D- 
Butte),  vice  chairman;  Jack  Haffey  (D- 
Anaconda),  vice  chairman;  B.  F.  (Chris) 
Christiaens  (D-Great  Falls),  Larry  Sti- 
matz (D-Butte),  Paul  Boylan  (D-Boze- 
man),  Esther  Bengston  (D-Shepherd), 
Leo  Lane  (D-Three  Forks),  Dick  Man- 
ning (D-Great  Falls),  Matt  Himsl  (R- 
Kalispell),  Ed  Smith  (R-Dagmar),  Thom- 
as Keating  (R-Billings),  Pete  Story  (R- 
Emigrant),  Delwyn  Gage  (R-Cut  Bank), 
H.  W.  (Swede)  Hammond  (R-Malta), 
Gary  Akiestad  (R-Shelby). 

APPROPRIATIONS  SUBCOMMITTEE 
FOR  HUMAN  SERVICES 

(Equal  membership  from  House  Appro- 
priations and  Senate  Finance  and  Claims 
committees) 

Rep.  Cal  Winslow  (R-Billings),  chair- 
man; Sen.  B.  F.  (Chris)  Christiaens  (D- 
Great  Falls),  Rep.  Dorothy  Bradley  (D- 
Bozeman),  Sen.  Dick  Manning  (D-Great 
Falls),  Rep.  Dennis  Rehberg  (R-Billings), 
Sen.  Pete  Story  (R-Emigrant). 


Department  States  Herpes  Simplex  Viruses  Policy 


With  the  concurrence  of  Dr.  John  J. 
Drynan,  director  of  the  Montana  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Environmental  Sci- 
ences, Judith  Gedrose,  RN,  MN,  state 
epidemiologist  in  the  department's  bu- 
reau of  nursing,  has  presented  a  policy 
statement  for  the  department  on  preven- 
tion of  herpes  transmission  in  hospital 
nurseries. 

The  department  statement  follows  the 
guidelines  of  the  U.S.  Centers  for  Dis- 
ease Control  and  came  in  response  to 
requests  for  guidance  on  the  matter 
from  those  attending  the  Nurses  Asso- 
ciation of  the  American  College  of  Ob- 
stetrics and  Gynecology  conference  last 
spring  in  Kalispell. 

The  policy  statement: 

HERPES  SIMPLEX  VIRUSES 

Herpes  simplex  viruses  (HSV)  can  be 
transmitted  among  personnel  and  pa- 
tients through  either  primary  or  recur- 
rent lesions  or  through  secretions  (such 
as  saliva,  vaginal  secretions,  infected 
amniotic  fluid)  which  might  contain  the 
virus  when  no  lesions  are  obvious. 

Although  many  sites  can  become  in- 
fected, exposed  areas  of  skin  are  most 
likely  to  be  involved,  particularly  when 
minor  cuts,  abrasions,  or  other  skin 


lesions  are  present.  Direct  contact  with 
lesions  or  infected  secretions  isthe  prin- 
cipal mode  of  spreading. 

Transmission  of  HSV  from  Patients  to 
Personnel  —  Personnel  might  develop 
an  infection  of  the  fingers  (herpetic  whit- 
low or  paronychia)  from  exposure  to 
contaminated  oral  secretions.  Such  ex- 
posure is  a  distinct  hazard  for  nurses, 
anesthesiologists,  dentists,  respiratory 
care  personnel,  and  other  personnel 
who  might  have  direct  contact  with 
either  oral  lesions  or  respiratory  secre- 
tions from  patients.  Less  frequently,  per- 
sonnel might  develop  infection  of  the 
fingers  from  exposure  to  contaminated 
genital  secretions  or  lesions  on  skin  or 
mucous  membranes. 

Personnel  can  protect  themselves 
from  such  infections  by  1)  avoiding  di- 
rect contact  with  lesions,  2)  wearing 
gloves  on  both  hands  or  using  "no- 
touch"  technique  for  all  contact  with 
oral  or  vaginal  secretions,  and  3)  through 
handwashing  after  patient  contact. 

Transmission  of  HSV  from  Personnel 
to  Patients  —  Currently,  there  is  no  evi- 
dence that  personnel  with  genital  infec- 
tions pose  a  high  risk  to  patients  if  per- 
sonnel follow  good  patient-care  practi- 
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ces.  The  risk  posed  by  personnel  with 
orofacial  herpes  to  patients  is  unknown. 

Personnel  with  oral  infections,  how- 
ever, can  reduce  the  risk  of  infecting  pa- 
tients by  1)  wearing  an  appropriate  bar- 
rier —  such  as  a  mask  or  gauze  dressing 
—  to  prevent  hand  contact  with  the  le- 
sion, 2)  washing  hands  well  before  all 
patient  care,  and  3)  whenever  possible, 
not  taking  care  of  patients  at  high  risk  of 
severe  infection,  such  as  neonates,  pa- 
tients with  severe  malnutrition,  severely 
burned  patients,  and  patients  in  immu- 
nodeficient  states. 

The  potential  risk  of  infecting  high- 
risk  patients  must  be  weighed  against 
the  possibility  of  compromising  patient 
care  by  excluding  personnel  with  oro- 
facial herpes. 

Personnel  with  herpetic  whitlow 
might  be  more  likely  to  transmit  infec- 
tion by  contact.  Personnel  can  prevent 
transmission  of  HSV  to  patients  by  not 
working  when  they  have  active  infec- 
tions of  the  hands.  Although  some  have 
suggested  that  personnel  with  herpetic 
whitlow  may  have  patient  contact  if  they 
wear  gloves,  the  adequacy  of  this  meth- 
od of  preventing  transmission  of  infec- 
tion is  unknown. 


NUTRITIONALLY  APPROPRIATE  . . .  Richard  Peck  (right),  public  health  advisor  with 
the  nutrition  division  of  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control,  Atlanta,  GA,  conducted  a 
workshop  for  an  interested  audience  that  appropriately  included  Jean  Hogan  (left) 
and  her  infant  at  the  statewide  nutrition  conference  in  Helena. 


Legislature  Has  14  Department- 


As  of  publication  time  for  this  issue  of 
TREASURE  STATE  HEALTH,  14  pieces 
of  proposed  legislation  have  gone  before 
the  49th  Montana  Legislative  Assembly 
as  measures  requested  for  enactment  by 
the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences: 

House  Bill  113  —  Requiring  all  labora- 
tories to  report  cancer  data  to  the  de- 
partment's tumor  registry  program.  The 
bill  is  sponsored  by  Rep.  Joan  Miles  (D- 
Helena). 

HB114  —  Clarifying  that  the  depart- 
ment may  set  safety  standards  for  swim- 
ming pools.  Sponsored  by  Miles  on  be- 
half of  the  department's  food  and  con- 
sumer safety  bureau. 

HB115  —  Allow/s  public  access  to 
death  certificates  if  the  privacy  of  living 
persons  is  not  jeopardized.  Sponsored 
by  Miles  for  the  records  and  statistics 
bureau. 

HB116  —  Deleting  the  requirement 
that  privately  owned  public  swimming 
pools  without  lifeguards  have  a  person 
accessible  to  the  pool  who  is  certified  in 
basic  water  safety  measures  by  the 
American  Red  Cross.  Sponsored  by 
Miles  for  food  and  consumer  safety. 

HB119  —  Generally  revising  the  tuber- 
culosis control  statutes,  particularly  to 
allow  enforcement  of  outpatient  tuber- 


culosis treatment.  Sponsored  by  Miles 
for  the  department's  state  epidemiolo- 
gist. 

HB141  —  Deleting  the  requirement 
that  the  department  perform  syphilis 
tests  without  charge.  Sponsored  by  Rep. 
Rex  Manuel  (D-Fairfield)  for  the  micro- 
biology laboratory  bureau. 

HB142  —  Conforming  the  time  limit 
within  which  a  premarital  serology  test 
performed  out-of-state  must  be  per- 
formed to  that  required  for  such  tests 
performed  in  state.  Again,  by  Manuel  for 
the  microbiology  laboratory. 

Rep.  Bob  Ream  (D-Missoula)  is  spon- 
soring a  package  of  five  billsforthe  solid 
and  hazardous  waste  management  bu- 
reau: 

HB178  —  Allowing  the  department  to 
charge  fees  for  use  of  any  state-owned 
hazardous  waste  management  facility. 

HB179  —  Protecting  the  confidential- 
ity of  trade  secrets  of  those  dealing  with 
hazardous  waste  who  release  informa- 
tion to  the  department. 

HB180  —  Allowing  mandatory  injunc- 
tion to  enforce  the  hazardous  waste  act. 

HB181  —  Allowing  the  department  to 
collect  both  civil  and  criminal  penalties 
for  violations  of  the  hazardous  waste  act 
or  of  a  rule,  order,  or  permit  issued  pur- 
suant to  it. 


Diabetes  Group 
Planning  April 
Youth  Congress 

Marilyn  Moore,  Cascade,  president  of 
the  American  Diabetes  Association, 
Montana  affiliate,  announced  plans  for 
the  second  Youth  Leadership  Congress 
sponsored  by  the  national  association. 

Moore,  who  is  chairman  for  the  con- 
gress, said  the  theme  of  the  conference 
April  19-22  in  Arlington,  VA,  is  "Broaden- 
ing Our  Horizons,"  in  recognition  of  the 
International  Youth  Year  —  1985. 

Primary  goals  of  the  workshop  are  to 
offer  leadership  experiences  to  young 
adult  (ages  16-21  with  diabetes)  Ameri- 
can Diabetes  Association  leaders  and  to 
educate  youth  about  the  association 
while  offering  training  on  organizing 
youth  programs  in  their  affiliates. 

Through  a  G.  D.  Searle  Company 
grant,  the  Montana  affiliate  can  pay  for 
two  delegates'  hotel  and  travel  costs. 
Anyone  interested  in  attending  the  con- 
ference is  asked  to  contact  the  affiliate 
office  in  Great  Falls,  761-0908. 


Requested  Bills 

HB189  —  Allowing  the  department,  by 
rule,  to  require  hazardous  waste  trans- 
porters to  register  within  Montana  and 
hazardous  waste  generators  and  facili- 
ties to  file  annual  reports. 
Two  other  department  requested  bills: 
HB182  —  Deleting  requirements  that 
the  department  must  perform  blood 
group  tests  and  that  the  department 
must  approve  any  laboratory  which 
does  blood  group  tests  as  a  part  of  a  pre- 
natal serological  test.  Rep.  Toni  Ber- 
gene  (R-Great  Falls)  is  the  sponsor. 

HB187  —  Allows  courts  to  award  to 
the  department  the  investigative  and 
abatement  costs  it  incurs  in  remedying 
violations  of  the  public  water  supply  act. 
Sponsored  by  Rep.  Hal  Harper  (D-Hel- 
ena)  for  the  water  quality  bureau. 

Still  to  be  introduced  for  the  depart- 
ment are  measures  to  create  a  mini- 
Superfund  for  Montana:  to  allow  regula- 
tion of  underground  storage  tanks  con- 
taining petroleum  or  other  hazardous 
substances  and  requiring  tank  owners 
or  operators  to  report  leaks:  and  pro- 
viding for  annual  inspections  of  health 
care  facilities. 

(Editor's  Note:  Anyone  wishing 
further  information  on  these  mea- 
sures may  call  444-4217  at  the  de- 
partment.) 
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state's  First  Health  Care  Containment  Councii 
Created  by  Governor;  Biliings  Man  Chiairman 


Gov.  Ted  Schwinden  announced  the 
creation  of  Montana's  first  Health  Care 
Cost  Containment  Council.  The  council, 
which  is  made  up  of  employers,  health 
care  providers  and  consumers,  govern- 
ment and  labor  representatives,  was  cre- 
ated by  executive  order  and  is  charged 
with  finding  ways  to  reduce  the  rate  of 
growth  in  Montana's  health  care  system. 
"Montanans  spent  a  total  of  $906.3 
million  in  1983  for  health  care,  rep- 
resenting a  9.7  percent  increase 
over  1982,"  Schwinden  said.  "It's 
understandable  that  Montanans  are 
increasingly  concerned  about  the 
rising  cost  of  health  care." 
The  council  is  an  outgrowth  of  a  rec- 
ommendation from  the  Governor's  1984 
Conference  on  Health  Care.  The  recom- 
mendation was  later  endorsed  by  the 
Statewide  Health  Coordinating  Council. 
"The  high  cost  of  health  care  is  not  an 


Many  organizations  have  been  formed 
to  combat  smoking  in  public  places,  and 
most  of  them  are  willing  to  share  their 
experience  and  expertise.  Some  of  them 
are: 

American  Lung  Association,  1740 
Broadway,  New  York,  NY  10019;  (212) 
245-8000. 

ASH  (Action  on  Smoking  and  Health), 
2013  H  St.  NW,  Washington,  DC  20006. 

Non-Smokers'  Rights  Association, 
455  Spadina  Ave.,  Suite  201,  Toronto, 
Ontario  M5S  2G8. 

Alaska  Council  on  Smoking  or  Health, 
Box  3-3868,  Anchorage,  AK  99501. 

Smoking  and  Health  Coalition,  7  S. 
Flourite  St.,  Tucson,  AZ  85745. 

Californians  for  Nonsmokers'  Rights, 
Box  668,  Berkeley,  CA  94708. 

Water  Systems  Laud  Wadsworth 

Ray  Wadsworth,  Great  Falls,  was 
selected  as  "Program  Manager  of  the 
Year"  in  1984  by  the  National  Rural  Wa- 
ter Association. 

Wadsworth  has  been  program  man- 
ager for  Montana  Rural  Water  Systems, 
Inc.  since  it  was  founded  in  November, 
1979.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Governor's 
task  force  on  infrastructure  and  serves 
as  an  advisor  on  the  Montana  Water  and 
Sewer  Agency  consolidation  team.  He 
has  helped  train  water  system  operators 
and  has  provided  technical  assistance  to 
small  and  rural  water  system  personnel. 


isolated  issue,"  the  Governor  said,  "it 
affects  all  sectors  of  the  economy.  Health 
insurance  costs  for  workers  in  both  the 
public  and  private  sectors  are  becoming 
a  burdensome  fringe  benefit.  These 
costs,  in  turn,  are  passed  along  to  tax- 
payers and  consumers  in  the  form  of 
higher  taxes,  premiums  and  fees." 
According  to  the  Governor,  sev- 
eral states  have  begun  regulating 
hospital  rates  to  stem  the  tide  of 
rising  health  care  costs.  Schwinden 
said  the  goal  of  the  new  council  will 
be  to  find  ways  to  reduce  inflation  in 
the  health  care  field  with  a  minimum 
of  regulation,  while  striving  to  main- 
tain a  high  standard  of  quality. 
Council  members  will  focus  their 
attention  on  public  policies  which  affect 
health  care  costs,  health  education,  and 
cooperation  between  the  public  and  pri- 
vate sectors  in  meeting  Montanans' 


GASP  (Group  Against  Smoking  Pol- 
lution) of  Colorado,  Box  9692,  Denver, 
CO  80239. 

Wichita  GASP,  Box  17602,  Wichita, 
KS  67217. 

Bowie  GASP,  Box  863,  Bowie,  MD 
20715. 

GASP  of  Massachusetts,  Box  242, 
Brookline,  MA  02146. 

Association  for  Nonsmokers'  Rights, 
1829  Portland  Ave.  S.,  Minneapolis,  MN 
55404. 

New  Jersey  GASP,  105  Mountain 
Ave.,  Summit,  NJ  07901. 

New  Mexico  Nonsmoker  Protection 
Projects,  Box  657,  Los  Alamos,  NM 
87544. 

GASP  of  New  York,  7  Maxine  Ave., 
Plainview,  NY  11803. 

FANS  (Fresh  Air  for  Nonsmokers), 
Box  24052,  Seattle,  WA  98124. 

Cornell  Named  Regional  Director 

David  Cornell,  president  of  the  Mon- 
tana Deaconess  Medical  Center  in  Great 
Falls,  was  elected  Region  9  director  of 
the  American  Academy  of  Medical  Ad- 
ministrators in  November,  1984.  The 
academy,  an  international  society,  pro- 
motes a  scientific  approach  to  health 
care  administration. 

Cornell  has  also  been  appointed  as  a 
member  of  the  American  Hospital  Asso- 
ciations' intercouncil  considering  health 
care  financing  reform. 


health  care  needs. 

"I  also  will  ask  the  council  to  recom- 
mend specific  ways  health  care  pro- 
viders can  reduce  costs,  and  to  stimulate 
ongoing  public  interest  and  private  sec- 
tor leadership  in  providing  Montanans 
with  efficient,  quality  health  care,"  the 
Governor  said. 

Ken  Hickel,  Billings,  will  chair  the 
new  council.  Hickel  is  co-owner  and 
manager  of  the  Ponderosa  Inns  in 
Billings  and  Great  Falls.  He  is  chair- 
man of  the  Greater  Billings  Manage- 
ment Task  Force  and  a  director  of 
Rocky  Mountain  College.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Montana  Ambassa- 
dors, a  former  member  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's Tourism  Advisory  Council, 
and  he  also  served  as  a  team  leader 
for  the  Governor's  Council  on  Man- 
agement. 

Twenty  additional  Montanans  have 
been  appointed  to  the  council.  They  are 
Bruce  Madsen,  chief  executive  officer, 
D.A.  Davidson,  Great  Falls;  Charles 
(Chuck)  Gilder,  vice  president  for  ad- 
ministration, Montana  Power  Company, 
Butte;  Alan  Cain,  president,  Montana 
Physicians'  Service,  Helena;  Rep.  Jerry 
Driscoll,  president,  Montana  State  AFL- 
CIO,  Billings;  Jacob  (Jake)  Block, 
county  superintendent  of  schools,  Mis- 
soula; Dr.  John  Burgess,  director  of 
medical  services,  Mountain  Bell,  Helena; 
Larry  Geske,  president  and  chief  execu- 
tive officer.  Great  Falls  Gas  Company, 
Great  Falls;  Terry  Screnar,  president. 
Blue  Cross  of  Montana,  Helena;  John 
(Jack)  Noble,  Jr.,  deputy  commissioner 
for  management  and  fiscal  affairs,  Mon- 
tana University  System,  Helena;  Dennis 
Taylor,  administrator,  state  personnel 
division,  Helena;  Janice  Connors,  ex- 
ecutive director,  Montana  Foundation 
for  Medical  Care,  Helena;  Carlene  Crall, 
director  of  personnel.  City  of  Billings; 
Fred  Flanders,  senior  vice  president, 
Norwest  Bank,  Helena;  Bob  Sletten, 
chief  executive  officer,  Sletten  Con- 
struction Company,  Great  Falls;  Bill 
Murray,  administrator,  St.  Vincent's 
Hospital,  Billings;  Ty  Robinson,  attorney 
and  member  of  the  Montana  Health 
Facilities  Authority,  Missoula;  Tom 
Ryan,  legislative  coordinator  and  past 
district  coordinator  for  the  Montana 
Senior  Citizens  Center  Association,  Hel- 
ena; Rep.  Clyde  Smith,  president,  Mon- 
tana Logging  Association,  Kalispell; 
Sen.  Matt  Himsl,  Kalispell,  and  Sen.  Pat 
Regan,  Billings. 


Many  Groups  Combating 
Smolcing  in  Pubiic  Piaces 
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Gessaman  Selected  as  1984's  'Employee  of  the  Year' 


Frank  Gessaman,  sanitarian  consul- 
tant with  the  Billings  regional  office  of 
the  Montana  Department  of  Health  and 
Environmental  Sciences,  was  chosen  as 
the  department's  "Employee  of  the  Year" 
for  1984. 


Frank  Gessaman 


In  presenting  the  award.  Dr.  John  J. 
Drynan,  department  director,  lauded 
Gessaman  "for  your  exemplary  efforts 
to  promote  and  protect  the  public  health 
and  environment  of  all  Montana  citi- 
zens." 

Drynan  noted  administration  of 
the  state's  public  health  programs 
could  not  be  done  adequately  and 
efficiently  without  the  assistance 
and  cooperation  of  local  health  de- 
partments through  a  relationship  of 
professional  respect  and  trust. 
He  cited  Gessaman's  abilities  in  this 
area  and  added,  "He  often  is  the  only  de- 
partment employee  from  the  regional 
office  to  meet  regularly  with  county  com- 
missioners and  local  boards  of  health 
and  has  earned  the  respect  and  assist- 
ance of  those  groups." 

Jim  Peterson,  chief  of  the  food  and 
consumer  safety  bureau,  in  nominating 
Gessaman,  said,  "I  believe  Frank  exhibits 
all  the  qualifications  for  this  honor  by 
virtue  of  his  outstanding  performance  in 
representing  our  bureau  and  other  de- 
partment entities  from  his  Billings  as- 
signment." 

Gessaman  received  his  master's  de- 
gree in  microbiology  from  Montana  State 
University  and  started  his  public  health 
career  in  1973  as  sanitarian  for  Ravalli 
county.  He  became  a  sanitarian  consul- 
tant for  the  department  in  February, 
1975,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Billings 
office  in  April,  1976. 
Peterson  described  as  Gessaman's 


most  significant  accomplishment  the 
development  of  the  Billings  regional 
office  with  regard  to  the  food  and  con- 
sumer safety  bureau.  "As  the  first  pro- 
fessional given  the  assignment,  he  was 
faced  with  a  job  description  that  was 
largely  theoretical.  No  one  could  pro- 
vide him  with  experienced  advice,  nor 
were  there  established  procedures  and 
protocols,"  the  bureau  chief  explained. 

"Almost  singlehanded,  he  determined 
goals  and  objectives  and  planned  his 
travel  and  training  activities  to  accom- 
plish them,  continuously  performing 
personal  and  soliciting  external  evalua- 
tion of  his  performance." 


Gessaman  serves  as  first-line 
program  consultant  and  training- 
evaluation  officer  for  all  bureau  pro- 
grams for  12  local  health  jurisdic- 
tions in  22  counties.  His  responsibil- 
ity includes  about  30  percent  of  the 
state's  population  and  covers  more 
than  41  percent  of  Montana's  land 
mass.  Providing  service  to  that  area 
requires  being  in  the  field  more  than 
50  percent  of  his  time. 
As  Peterson  emphasized,  "It  requires 
careful  planning  and  attention  to  cost- 
effectiveness  for  all  activities  —  and,  it 
requires  great  professional  dedication 
and  a  sacrifice  of  personal  activities." 


Radiologists  Us 
Produce  Clear 

X-rays  have  gone  3-D,  adding  a  new 
dimension  to  medical  diagnostics  and 
surgery,  according  to  a  Newhouse  News 
Service  article. 

At  major  medical  centers  around  the 
nation,  radiologists  are  using  X-rays  and 
experimental  computer  programs  to  pro- 
duce strikingly  clear  three-dimensional 
images  of  bone,  the  Nevhouse  News 
story  added. 

It  went  on  toexplain  the  images  can  be 
rotated  on  a  screen  and  viewed  from  any 
direction,  almost  as  if  being  held  in  the 
hand.  This  often  reveals  greater  detail 
about  fractures  and  other  problemsthan 
either  traditional  X-rays  or  the  newer 
computerized  X-ray  technology  known 
as  CT  scanning. 

"You  can  not  only  look  at  it  in  3-D,  but 
also  you  can  segment  the  object  and  get 
an  internal  and  external  view,"  says  Dr. 
Gabor  T.  Herman,  a  pioneer  in  writing 
the  3-D  computer  programs. 

The  new  technique  takes  a  series  of 
CT  images  —  each  of  which  is  a  flat, 
single  X-ray  "slice"  through  the  body  — 
and  reconstructs  them  into  three-dimen- 
sional pictures. 

These  sometimes  show  things  other 
X-rays  don't  and  give  more  accurate 
measurements  of  distances  and  vol- 
umes. 

"You  can  simulate  what  a  surgeon 
will  look  at,"  says  Herman,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pennsylvania  Hospital  in  Phila- 
delphia, in  an  interview  during  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  the  Radiological  Society 
of  North  America  in  Washington,  DC. 

This  allows  surgeons  to  visualize  bet- 
ter what  they  will  encounter  once  an 
operation  begins.  More  detailed  plan- 
ning is  possible,  and  decisions  which 
once  were  made  in  the  midst  of  an  oper- 


e  3-D  X-ray, 
mages  of  Bone 

ation  now  can  be  made  before  the  pa- 
tient ever  enters  the  surgical  suite. 

"One  could  envision  (3-D  X-rays)  be- 
coming a  basic  tool  for  surgical  plan- 
ning, to  make  it  shorter  and  therefore 
more  cost-effective,"  says  J.  Ed  Barnes 
of  General  Electric  Company,  one  of  the 
leading  CT  scanner  manufacturers. 

Health  Agencies 
Meet  April  23-25 

Dr.  Victor  Seidel,  president-elect  of 
the  American  Public  Health  Association, 
will  be  the  keynote  speaker  at  this  year's 
joint  conference  of  Montana  health  asso- 
ciations April  23-25  at  the  Ramada  Inn  in 
Bozeman. 

This  68th  annual  meeting  again  will 
involve  the  Montana  associations  of 
Home  Health  Agencies,  School  Nurses, 
Environmental  Health,  and  Public  Health. 

Janet  Baker  of  the  microbiology  lab- 
oratory bureau  in  the  Montana  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Environmental  Sci- 
ences and  president  of  the  Montana 
Public  Health  Association  announced 
the  conference. 

In  the  same  week,  Seidel  will  be  ad- 
dressing the  Minnesota  and  North  Da- 
kota public  health  associations. 

He  has  been  chairman  of  the  depart- 
ment of  social  medicine  at  the  Monte- 
fiore  Medical  Center  in  New  York  City 
since  1969  and  also  serves  as  professor 
of  community  health  at  the  Albert  Ein- 
stein College  of  Medicine. 

Baker  said  individual  workshop  fees, 
as  charged  last  year  in  Billings,  will  not 
be  applied  this  year.  She  asked  those 
with  suggestions  or  interested  in  serving 
on  the  planning  committee  for  the  con- 
ference to  contact  her  at  444-2642. 


Air  Quality  Bureau  'Fingerprints'  Dust  Samples 


(Editor's  Note:  THE  INTERNAL 
ORGAN,  the  employees'  newsletter 
circulated  monthly  in  the  Montana 
Department  of  Health  and  Environ- 
mental Sciences,  is  publishing  pro- 
gress reports  and  summaries  of 
some  of  the  many  programs  within 
the  various  bureaus  in  the  depart- 
ment. The  following  story  is  the 
second  in  this  series  and  is  based  on 
information  provided  to  the  depart- 
ment's newsletter  editor,  Liz  Fee,  by 
Dave  Maughan  of  the  air  quality 
bureau.) 

The  air  quality  bureau  can  "finger- 
print" dust  samples  with  the  unique 
equipment  they  bought  a  year  ago  with 
Superfund  money. 

This  equipment,  known  as  X-ray  fluo- 
rescence spectrometry  (XRF),  is  the 
only  system  of  its  kind  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  region,  and,  in  fact,  less  than  a 
half  dozen  states  have  such  equipment. 

Such  high  technology  systems  are 
owned  principally  by  industrial  firms  to 
adjust  manufacturing  processes.  The 
XRF  technique  is  known  for  its  ability  to 
analyze  samples  quickly  and  with  high 
precision. 

The  initial  study  received  Superfund 
money  to  measure  elemental  lead  con- 
centration in  children,  1  through  6  years 
of  age,  in  the  East  Helena  area.  Along 
with  fulfilling  this  primary  goal,  several 
secondary  objectives  were  added.  Mea- 
sures of  inhalable  particulates  inside 
randomly  selected  East  Helena  homes 
determined  the  origins  of  these  airborne 
particulates. 


The  XRF  system  has  the  power  to 
ascertain  what  percentage  of  the 
particles  are  attributable  to  which 
source,  i.e.,  road  dusts,  outdoor 
soils,  smelter  and  industrial  dusts, 
furnace,  carpet,  clothes,  and  ciga- 
rette smoke  and  fumes. 
The  study  also  will  answer  the  ques- 
tion, "How  much  dirt  does  a  1  to  2-year- 
old  child  eat?"  In  East  Helena,  where 
dust  and  soil  lead  concentrations  are  ex- 
tremely high,  the  normal  behavior  of 
small  children,  which  includes  putting 
fingers  and  all  other  objects  they  can 
reach  into  their  mouths,  raises  the  eye- 
brows of  those  who  review  similar  studies 
carried  out  in  other  industrial  areas. 

Strategy  for  this  portion  of  the  study 
dealt  with  stool  samples  from  72  chil- 
dren, including  some  from  a  Helenacon- 
trol  area,  and  comparing  stool/soil  ra- 
tios for  various  chemical  elements 
which  are  predominant  in  typical  soils, 
including  aluminum,  silicon  and  titan- 
ium. Except  for  aluminum,  these  ele- 
ments are  known  to  pass  through  the 
body  without  significant  absorption  in 
the  Gl  tract. 

Since  the  XRF  technique  can 
measure  concentrations  of  82  ele- 
ments from  the  periodic  table,  many 
simultaneously,  it  would  appear  to 
be  the  ultimate  chemical  analysis 
method.  But,  as  with  many  complex 
instrumental  systems,  there  are 
pluses  and  minuses. 
Some  of  the  positive  aspects  are  1) 
rapid  sample  analyses  for  broad  concen- 
tration ranges,  2)  almost  any  kind  of 


sample  (rock,  mud,  metal,  liquid)  can  be 
measured  easily,  3)  samples  remain  in- 
tact and  can  be  reanalyzed  or  analyzed 
by  other  methods,  4)  the  computer 
driven  system  gives  immediate  availabil- 
ity to  concentration  values  and  preci- 
sion measures,  and  5)  the  system  is 
highly  reliable,  as  there  are  few  mechan- 
ical components  subject  to  breakdown. 

The  three  minuses  of  the  system 
which  come  to  mind  firstare  1 )  with  such 
a  highly  computerized  system,  exten- 
sive software  programs  are  utilized 
which  require  considerable  operator 
judgment  and  knowledge,  2)  the  initial 
purebase  price  (about  $100,000)  is  quite 
high,  and  3)  lower  detection  limits  are  in 
the  low  part-per-million  range. 

The  bureau  also  plans  to  use  the 
system  for  analysis  of  outdoor  air 
particulates  in  an  effort  to  identify 
sources  of  air  pollution.  A  similar 
system  identified  the  percentages 
contributed  to  Missoula's  air  by 
wood  smoke,  road  dust,  and  the 
pulp  mill. 

Chemical  fingerprinting  of  the  various 
smelter  sources  in  East  Helena  has 
helped  pinpoint  which  of  those  sources 
is  contributing  to  excessive  ambient 
readings. 

In  the  future,  with  a  small  amount  of 
sampling,  followed  by  some  chemical 
analysis  and  computer  analysis  of  the  X- 
ray  data  for  unique  "fingerprints,"  the 
bureau  will  be  able  to  identify  accurately 
the  specific  sources  of  airborne  dusts 
anywhere  in  the  state. 
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